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The Signature of God

Unveiling Old Testament Prophecy

~ Joseph M. Gleason ~

In the OlId Testament, let us take a look at
an impressive prophecy about Jesus Christ.
Years before Jesus was ever born, the Holy
Spirit inspired one of His prophets to tell the
future, and to write down some things which
had not happened yet. In this prophecy, we
hear about someone who claims to be the
Son of God, and who is tortured, and is
condemned to a shameful death. This
prophecy is written from the perspective of
those who condemn Christ. Many years
before they are even born, we get to hear the
internal thought processes of the Pharisees.
Here is the prophecy itself, word-for-word
from the Old Testament:

Let us lie in ambush for the righteous
man, because he is useless to us and
opposes our deeds; he denounces us for
our sins against the law and accuses us
of sins against our upbringing. He claims
to have knowledge of God, and he calls
himself a child of the Lord. He has
become for us as a refutation of our
purposes; even seeing him is a burden to
us, because his life is unlike that of
others; for his paths go in a different
direction. We are considered by him as
a hybrid, and he avoids our ways as
something immoral. He considers the last
things of the righteous as blessed and
pretends that God is his Father. Let us
see if his words are true, and let us put
these last things to the test at the end of
his life. For if the righteous man is a son
of God, He will help him, and deliver him

from the hand of those who oppose him.
Let us test him with insult and torture that
we may know his gentleness and test his
patient endurance. Let us condemn him
to a shameful death, for there shall be a
visitation because of his words.

This is one of my favorite prophecies of
Jesus, because of its incredible clarity. It is
almost as if we have secretly wiretapped a
meeting place for the religious leaders of
ancient Israel, and are actually listening in on
the Pharisees as they plot the murder
of Jesus. Written many years before Jesus
was even born, this striking prophecy
predicts that the Messiah would claim to be
the Son of God, that he would chastise the
religious leaders for their lawlessness and
hypocrisy, and that the religious leaders
would condemn him to a shameful death.

This prophecy includes some of the specific
thought processes which the Pharisees
display in the New Testament. Consider the
following passage from the book of Matthew:

Likewise the chief priests also, mocking
with the scribes and elders, said, “He
saved others; Himself He cannot save. If
He is the King of Israel, let Him now
come down from the cross, and we will
believe Him. He trusted in God; let Him
deliver Him now if He will have Him; for
He said, ‘1 am the Son of God.”

This passage can be found in Matthew 27,
verses 41-43. And it is a very specific
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